MGSD Reading Assessment Framework

Grade 6

1. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in context

1.1. Use context clues to determine the meaning of words and phrases.

· Use context clues to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.  
· Understand the meaning of words and phrases used (Look for definition or clues in surrounding text, examples, and part of speech.) figuratively. (e.g., simile, metaphor, personification …)
· Use context clues to determine the meaning of multiple-meaning words (e.g., lead as an element, an action, a leash, etc.)
· Use knowledge of synonyms and antonyms (The cat is fat, even obese. While I am thin, my cat is portly.) to determine the meaning of words.

· Identify analogies (patterns such as general to specific) to demonstrate understanding of word meaning (Dog is to spaniel as bird is to robin.)
· Understand connotative and denotative meaning of words (The set of associations implied by a word [connotation] in addition to its literal meaning [denotation].  The date Sept 11th connotes tragedy beyond its meaning as the eleventh day of September.) 
1.2. Use knowledge of word structure to determine the meaning of words and phrases.

· Identify the meaning of a word containing a prefix, suffix.
· Use knowledge of base words and roots to determine the meaning of a word.

1.3. Use word reference materials (e.g., dictionary, glossary, thesaurus) to determine the meaning of words and phrases.

· Use an entry from a word reference to determine word meaning and pronunciation.

2. Understand text

2.1. Demonstrate understanding of literal meaning by identifying stated information in literary text.

· Identify stated information about story elements. 

-- Setting (place, historical period, time of day)

--  Plot (introduction/exposition, conflict, rising action, climax,  falling action, resolution)

-- Character (e.g., physical description, motivations, actions, thoughts, development)

2.2. Demonstrate understanding of literal meaning by identifying stated information in informational text.

· Identify stated information about main ideas and supporting details.
· Identify stated information provided through text features.


-- Headings and subheadings


--  Italics, bold-face, symbols


--  Charts, maps, diagrams, illustrations and captions


--  Table of contents, index, footnotes, etc.

2.3. Demonstrate understanding of explicitly stated sequence of events in literary and informational text.

· Identify first, next, and last events.

-- Transition word (e.g., finally, previously, at this point, as a result, however, to illustrate, in conclusion)

-- Chronological, logical, and spatial order; cause and effect


-- Flashbacks, foreshadowing
· Follow steps in a process (directions and procedures).

3. Analyze text

3.1. Analyze literary text.

· Make inferences about story elements (plot, character, setting, theme)
· Summarize important ideas and events.

· Analyze stated or implied theme, message, or main idea.

· Draw conclusions (about social context, character motivation, etc.).

· Identify purpose (entertain, persuade, inform).
· Make inferences based on text features or visuals (to include line length, capital letters, and word position in poetry).

· Analyze diverse viewpoints (e.g., characters’ and narrator’s, culture, gender, age, era) within a single work and among works.
3.2. Analyze informational text.

· Identify implied main ideas and supporting details.

· Identify implied relationships (such as cause/effect and compare/contrast).

· Summarize information (such as main and supporting points).
· Identify purpose (to inform, entertain or persuade).
· Make inferences based on text features (e.g., headings, symbols, fonts, add-ons such as text boxes and bubbles).

· Make inferences based on visual information (e.g., graphs and pictures).
· Make inferences about text structure (introduction, main points, transition words, and conclusion).

· Analyze diverse viewpoints (e.g., characters’ and narrator’s, culture, gender, age, era) within a single work and among works.
· Use graphic organizers to analyze and classify information.

3.3. Analyze author’s use of language in literary and informational text.

· Analyze the use of literary devices (e.g., similes, metaphors, personification …).
· Recognize and distinguish among genres by defining features of myth, fables, personal narrative, short story, novel, etc.
· Make inferences about the author’s tone (e.g., sarcastic, antagonistic, inspirational, and playful).

· Make inferences about the author’s style (word choice, sentence length, etc.).

· Analyze the author’s use of rhetorical devices (e.g., persuasive techniques such as logic, emotions, and ethics; use of compare/contrast, etc.).

· Distinguish among types of language (such as formal/informal, literary/technical, and serious/humorous).

4. Evaluate and extend text

4.1. Evaluate and extend literary text.

· Make connections to text (relate ideas from the text to text, text to self, text to the world).
· Make predictions (use background knowledge and relevant information such as foreshadowing, setting, and characterization). 
· Identify and evaluate the author’s purpose, point of view, and effectiveness (use the text itself, knowledge of author, parallel works of literature for comparison, and impact on the reader).
· Evaluate diverse viewpoints and influences (judge character’s actions within an historical or social context).
· Distinguish between important and unimportant details (determine main ideas and supporting details).
· Evaluate the credibility of story elements (discuss plausibility of plot, characters, and setting, and the reason the author would make such choices).
· Draw conclusions (identify themes and life lessons, revisit and revise predictions).
4.2. Evaluate and extend informational text.

· Make connections to text (relate ideas from the text to personal experience, historical and current events, and/or other texts).
· Make predictions (use relevant background information and organizational text structures, such as chronological order, logical order, cause and effect, and classification). 
· Identify and evaluate the author’s purpose, point of view, and effectiveness 
· Distinguish between facts and opinions.

· Evaluate the accuracy, currency, and credibility of information (discuss documentation and the reliability of sources).

· Evaluate diverse viewpoints and influences (e.g., read and compare editorials and the reasons behind authors’ perspectives).
· Distinguish between important and unimportant facts (identify author’s main argument and supporting evidence).
· Draw conclusions (e.g., synthesize the main ideas from a variety of informational texts in research units).
4.3. Evaluate and extend the author’s use of language in literary and informational text.

· Evaluate the author’s word choice and use of language (analyze the effects of specific words on the overall tone and meaning of the text [e.g., imagery, figurative language, and words chosen for their sound]). 
· Recognize bias and propaganda in language (e.g., identify “loaded” language, unsupported arguments, and appeals to emotion).
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